344                Japan in World Politics

The ultimate results of the industrial evolution which is
going on in all parts of the world, will certainly be that the
economic conditions of the British Islands will
be entirely changed. We need not, however,
speculate meantime with regard to ultimate
economic results, it will be sufficient to consider shortly
what may be expected in the immediate future. There is
no need for panic on the subject, because there is not likely
to be violent dislocations of trade and industry, and there
will be time for the new conditions to adjust themselves,
although probably not without hardship not only to indi-
viduals but also to nations. It is not sufficient to demon-
strate beyond all doubt that the East is capable of almost
indefinite industrial expansion, as a hundred-and-one other
conditions need to be satisfied, and the process of accom-
modation of the West to the East will go on gradually as
the latter changes under the influence of the former. At
the same time, it must be recognised that the developments
which have taken place in Japan will continue, and probably
at a rapidly increasing rate, and that the changes which
have taken place in the other countries in the Pacific area
are insignificant compared with those which will in the
future take place in the relations of the East and the West
Western manufacturers and merchants, as a rule, take a
very short-sighted view of the effects of their operations.
They cry for the opening up, or, as they put it, for the
"awakening" of new countries, and push their trade in
machinery of all kinds. They point with pride to the
public works which grow up as the result of their efforts,
and they praise the authorities when they take an interest
in education, especially that aspect of it which is called
technical, and intended to train those who will manage
industrial establishments. They are also willing to lend
any amount of money at good rates of interest if the
security seems sufficient, but they seldom consider what will
be the results on the trade of their own country. When
these results are being felt by merchants and manufacturers,